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Around two thirds 
of NHS provider 
organisations’ total 
expenditure is on  
their workforce.1

Expenditure
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The NHS
workforce

54%  
are professionally 

qualified clinical staff

30%  
provide support  
to clinical staff

16%  
provide infrastructure 

support 3

The NHS is the largest employer in England, 
and the 5th largest employer in the world.2

When the NHS was established 
in 1948 there were 144,000 staff 
across the UK. Now there are 
1,045,559 in England alone. 
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350
There are over

different job roles 
in the NHS
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NHS apprentices
by age 6

+25y

51%

16–18y

19%

19–24y

30%

https://improvement.nhs.uk/resources/submission-nhs-pay-review-body-and-review-body-doctors-and-dentists-remuneration
http://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2015/06/23/the-worlds-biggest-employers-infographic/#657e9c0f686b
http://content.digital.nhs.uk/searchcatalogue?productid=24876&topics=1%2fWorkforce%2fStaff+numbers&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1#top
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/about/careers-nhs
http://www.nhsemployers.org
https://twitter.com/nhsemployers
mailto:enquiries%40nhsemployers?subject=

